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Book Reviews

Stott, J. (2016). The grace of giving: 10 principles of Christian giving. Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson Publishers. 33 pp. ISBN 9781598568738
Wright, C. J. H. (2016). The gift of accountability: A short guide to financial accountability.
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers. 39 pp. ISBN: 9781619707641
Noted Bible scholar and theologian John Stott exposits 2 Corinthians 8 and 9
focusing on the Christian’s duty of giving. Originally given as a message at a church,
the author has devised ten principles from the scriptures to help Christians today in
developing a regular pattern of giving back to God.
In writing to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul shows how our regular giving is
rooted in three central themes in the gospel: the grace of God, the cross of Christ,
and the unity of the Spirit. Just as Christ gave His all, believers are instructed to
imitate Christ in our lives. It is Stott’s hope that the study of these chapters will
help persuade the readers to give more thoughtfully, more systematically, and more
sacrificially.
The second book of this volume, by Chris Wright focuses on financial accountability.
Wright uses 1 Corinthians 16, 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, and Romans 15 as his
foundational support for his teaching. Although Chris Wright seems to think that
the “collection” mentioned in the scriptures was only monetary, he gives guidelines
to follow so that there will be no problems in the handling and distribution of the
gift. It seems to me that many in the early church were not able to give money but
could give non-perishable food items and clothing that would be used to alleviate
the needs of the poor in Judea. Although the recipients of the gift were Jewish, the
givers were Jews & Gentiles from all over the Middle East.
Together, these two small booklets bring together a unified message needed for
believers today. Because we have the poor always with us (Matthew 26:11), it is
imperative that all Christians purpose in their heart how they will demonstrate
their love for Christ in their giving. If we want to honor our Lord, we need to be
honorable in the way we handle our resources and in the way we hold ourselves
accountable. We need to be transparent men and women of integrity in everything.
Although this is a small book, it packs a powerful message applicable for today. I
recommend it for your collection.
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